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By
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Dr. Hasan Saad Khadir

Abstract

This thesis aims at high lighting the major icons of Shawkani’s
fundamental approach in discrepancy resolution and weightings concerning
the different worship sections. The thesis aims to achieve so through his
book ‘Nayl Al-Awtar’, highlighting the scholarly and personal aspects of
Shawkani’s life, analyzing the concepts of discrepancy resolution and
weightings’ conditions and the related rules and principles and, comparing
the results with other scholars in the field of ‘Origins of Jurisprudence’.
For this purpose I have examined the theories of reconciliations, removal,
and weightings- located within the limits of the thesis- then sorted,
analyzed, and formulated the findings as fundamental laws in
Jurisprudence.

This thesis consists of five chapters and a conclusion.

The first chapter of the thesis, which consists of three sections, served
as an overview of Shawkani and his book ‘Nayl Al-Awtar’. The first
section is devoted to Shawkani’s era including an observation of the
political, social, religious, and scholastic climate at the time. The second
section details his personal and scholastic life by specifying his name,

ancestry, birth date, childhood, quest of knowledge/scholastic career, his
b



mentors and teachers, his students, his creed and sect, works, jobs,
publications, the zenith of his career and death. The third section is devoted
at defining and analyzing his book ‘Nayl Al-Awtar Min Asrar Muntaka Al-
Akhbar’ including an overview and definition about the origins of the book
‘Nayl Al-Awtar’ by Majd Al-Din Ibn Taymyah’s. The third section also
includes defining the features and characteristics as well as the
demonstrating the importance, uniqueness, and scholastic appraisal and
testimonials of, Al-Muntaka and Nayl Al-Awtar. Lastly, the third section
includes an overview and definition of Shawkani’s general approach.

In The second chapter of my thesis I defined and demonstrated the
semantics and terminology of “Discrepancy” as well as its relation with
“Equality”. 1 also shed light on the nature of discrepancy between the
different jurisprudence rulings, its position, conditions, reasons and
prevention and resolution methods.

The last three chapters were devoted to show the features of
reconciliation, replications, and weightings between discrepancies from
Shawkani’s point of view.

The study is concluded by a series of results, including the following:

1- Shawkani is considered to be a researcher and credible scholar
within the Sunni creed. He is known for his large capacity to intake and
comprehend various types’ scholastic studies as well as discrepancy
resolution among his student. His book ‘Nayl Al-Awtar’ is one of his best

publications regarding his topic in terms of, research, rooting and editing.



2- The discrepancy existing among the jurisprudence rulings is a
superficial discrepancy, and not a real contradiction among the mentioned

evidences.

3- The general fundamentalist scholastic approach is based on the
prevention of discrepancies among the different theological evidences by
prioritizing reconciliation as much as possible, followed by removal, and

lastly, weighting.

4- Shawkani followed the general scholastic approach in discrepancy
prevention and resolution among the different evidences in terms of

sources and applications.

5- The number of Doctrinal issues that I have reached through the
examination of the studied material, including the derivation of ‘The
Shawkani Approach’ are: (335) doctrinal conclusions regarding all of
worship issues [(234) conclusions regarding reconciliation issues, (19)
conclusions regarding removal issues and (82) conclusions regarding

weighting issues].

In the hope that serious scholars would reap benefit from the study,
I ended my thesis with a number of recommendations which are to be

further examined.
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